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Nov . Meeting:  Roses in the Ft. Worth 

Botanic Gardens  

Date: Nov. 17 (Third Tuesday  
   of most months) 

Time: 5:30 pm  Dinner with Speaker  

   and Members at Tony's 

   Main Street Café, 309 W. 

   Main, Denison, Texas    

 6:30 pm  Fellowship  

 7:00 pm Program  

Program Location: Denison Public Library 

   Meeting Room 

Dennis Jones brings over 25 years of experience 

with roses in residential, commercial and public 

landscaping.  As the former rose gardener at the 

Ft. Worth Botanic Gardens for eight years, he 

oversaw the renovation of the Oval Rose Garden 

in 2001 bringing in the best of Texas-acclimated 

roses to the Oval Rose Garden.  Dennis will 

share his love for creating a rose environment 

that both ñexcites the senses and soothes the 

soulò.  Come and be thankful for the roses and 

rose people who enrich our lives!    
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Presidentõs Corner                                                               

    By Sue Abernathy 

While researching my topic for the November 

Seminar, ñNew Rose Selections and 

Introductionsò, I happened across some 

interesting information.  My initial web search 

led me to a listing of the 2009 new introductions, 

which included some of the grafted roses I had 

purchased last February from Jack Walter, 

including Carefree Spirit, Cinco de Mayo and 

Pink Promise.  I knew these could not be the 

most recent introductions, as I already had them 

planted in my raised bed, but what I did learn 

was enlightening. 

 

It so happens that Pink Promise, hybridized 

by James Coiner from seedlings and introduced 

by Coiner Nursery in 2008 and Jackson & 

Perkins in 2009, is deemed a "for a cause rose".  

Pink Promise is the official rose of the American 

Breast Cancer Foundation.  I wondered why 

Nancy placed my bouquet of Pink Promise roses 

on the information table at the October RRRS 

meeting.  She said she did it because she thought 

they were pretty, but I think she was one step 

ahead of me as usual, as October was Breast 

Cancer Awareness Month.  I had no clue when I 

brought Pink Promise to the October meeting, 

but later realized the unintended coincidence and 

wanted to share my discovery.  I think it is great 

that a rose is associated with such an important 

cause, and Iôm proud to have it growing in my 

garden. 

 

Well, I finally found a source listing the 2010      
    (continued on page 2)  
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new rose introductions.  There are many new 

roses listed in each classification, including 

hybrid teas, grandifloras, mini-floras, 

floribundas, and others, and they are as 

spectacular as those from last year.   So, mark 

your calendars for the fall seminar on Saturday, 

November 7, at 9 am at Eisenhower Birthplace 

Park and learn which roses made the list for 

2010.  In addition, you will receive the latest 

rose catalogs from David Austin English Roses, 

The Antique Rose Emporium and Chambleeôs 

Rose Nursery for your shopping pleasure.  Also, 

Jerry Haynes will be discussing ñPutting Your 

Roses to Bed" for the winter, which is important 

information for all rose growers.  Remember, 

this seminar is free to the public, so be sure and 

invite your friends. 

 

 
óPink Promiseô 

(Photo courtesy of Jackson & Perkins) 

***************************************  

RRRS Happenings  
By Richard McGowan and Nancy Grella 

Red River Rose Society members were treated to 

a refreshing change of pace at their monthly 

evening meeting last Tuesday, 20 October, in the 

Denison Public Library. Instead of a single 

expert speaker, they were enlightened by a panel 

of four who honed in on rose-growing questions 

generated by members. On the panel were Kathy 

Harris, president of the Dallas Rose Society; Bill 

Cashin, former president and founder of the 

RRRS; Carole Mainwaring and Jerry Haynes, 

both Consulting Rosarians certified by the 

American Rose Society. 

When asked for their favorite book on rose 

growing by moderator Sue Abernathy, RRRS 

president, their almost unanimous response was 

Complete Roses by Field Roebuck, a source that 

has been around for many years and is now in its 

second printing. Its first edition title was 

Foolproof Guide to Growing Roses  published 

by Creative Homeowner.  Bill admitted he had 

never read it, and that was probably the reason 

he had had so many problems growing roses. 

They advised rose growers to stop deadheading 

in October, let the rose hips develop, and let the 

plants go dormant for the winter. Good under 

planting for roses included lantana, sage, and 

garlic, which may chase off pests, they said. The 

panel advised against buying bare-rooted roses 

coated in wax or those that had already sprouted 

because the odds were against their ever being 

healthy roses. 

At the conclusion of the panel presentation, Sue 

presented Carole Mainwaring with an American 

Rose Society Lifetime Membership for all her 

hard work and contributions to the newsletter. 

What a perfect surpriseðand what a perfect gift!  

She thanks the membership for their 

thoughtfulness.    Sue also reminded members to 

send in their top ten favorite rose varieties so the 

society could compile a master list to guide 

others in wise rose selections for the Texoma 

area. Also, the society is sponsoring a contest of 

rose photos which will be published on the 

RRRS website and in the society newsletter 

Roses on the Red. 

 
Panel members are from left to right Kathy 

Harris,  Bill Cashin, Carole Mainwaring, and 

Jerry Haynes.                  
(Photo by Nancy Grella)  

 

                  (continued on page 3) 



November 2009                                                          Roses on the Red Newsletter Page 3 
 

A seminar on ñPutting Your Roses to Bedò and 

on ñNew Rose Selections and Introductionsò will 

be held from 9 a.m. to noon, on Saturday, 7 

November, in the Red Store at Eisenhower 

Birthplace in Denison. The seminar is free and 

open to anyone interested in rose-growing. 

In the monthly prize drawing, Terry Irvin won a 

huge óOklahomaô rose bush donated by Bill 

Cashinô and Lacy Price, Kathy Rogers, and Meg 

Mayes each won óLamarqueô bushes which were 

donated by Sue Zanne Petersen. 

At the South Central District (SCD) Convention 

and Rose Show held in Houston Oct. 16-18 a 

report was given on the health of the Red River 

Rose Society.  Needless to say, we are a thriving, 

growing, and active Society!  Our membership 

totals 52 families with a high percentage of 

members (30-40 people) attending each meeting.  

Special events this year included the rose 

seminars for the public which were given on 

three consecutive weekends in February and our 

sale of Earth-Kind roses during the Earth Day 

Celebration in Sherman, TX in April.  Spring 

seminars will be held on the following Saturdays 

in February 2010:  Feb. 6, Feb. 13, and Feb. 20. 

Roses being groomed and labeled as entries for 

the SCD Rose Show 
(Photo by Bill Cashin) 

 

Bill Cashin was selected to replace Jimmy 

Sanford as the South Central District North 

Texas Area Chairman at the SCD Convention.  

His duties include keeping track of the important 

details of all the rose societies in his area for the 

American Rose Society District Director as well 

as coordinating event dates between and among 

the SCD societies and the ARS.  Congratulations 

Bill!  

The award the RRRS sponsored for the South 

Central District (SCD) Rose Show was won by 

ED Bradley, Chairman of the CRôs for the 

District.  His óSoroptimist Internationalô 

miniature entry won mini King at the show.  The 

crystal vase was beautiful and made a wonderful 

Keeper Trophy.  

 
RRRS Sponsored Keeper Trophy for the 

Miniature Rose King  
(Photo by Bill Cashin) 

 

RRRS member Kathy Harris had a very 

successful show as exhibitor at the Dallas Rose 

Society.  She won the Victorian rose class with 

óMons Tillierô, an 1891 tea rose.  She was highly 

successful with her rose arrangements winning 

the arrangements sweepstakes for large roses and 

mini/mini-floral arrangements.  Her óBats and 

Breakfast at Carlsbadô large modern arrangement 

won both the ARS Artist Award and the Silver 

Medal using óFragrant Plumô roses.  Her óLiberty 

Enlightening the Worldô large Oriental 

arrangement won both the ARS Oriental Award 

and the Bronze Medal with óMy Wife Kathrynô 

roses.  Her miniature oriental arrangement ñMt. 

RushmoreðMore Than a Mountain Carvingô 

won both the ARS Mini Oriental Award and 

Silver Medal with óMemphis Magicô roses.  

Congratulation Kathy!                            
    (continued on page 4) 
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óBats and Breakfast at Carlsbadô Large Modern 

Arrangement 
(Photo by Carole Mainwaring)  

 

The best news of all is that RRRS member 

Carolyn Hayward has made a miraculous 

recovery from her horrific automobile accident 

Oct. 16!  After being careflighted to a hospital in 

Ft. Worth with three broken neck vertebrae and 

serious bleeding in the brain and brain stem, it 

was many days of steadfast and fervent prayer 

later before she would wake up  completely.  She 

is home now with a halo to stabilize her neck as 

it heals. She longs to be gardening or 

participating in rose events, so do give her a call 

and talk roses with her.  She thanks everyone for 

their prayers and encouragement during this 

ordeal.  They have made all the difference! 

 
You canôt keep a great rosarian down!  Carolyn 

Hayward on the mend. 

(Photo by Carole Mainwaring) 

 

 

 

Events Cale ndar 
 

November 7:  RRRS Fall Seminar.  ñPutting 

Your Roses to Bedò and ñRose Introductions 

and New Selectionsò at Eisenhower Birthplace 

Park, 208 East Day St., Denison, TX. Time: 9 a.m. to 

12 noon.  Speakers will be Jerry Haynes and Sue 

Abernathy. 

 

November 11 ï 15:  ARS Fall National 

Conference and Rose Show, Location: Palm 

Springs, CA. For more information contact 

Cliff Orent, cliff@clifforent.com or 

www.desertrosesociety.com     

 

November 17:  RRRS Meeting at 7:00 p.m.  

Dennis Jones will be the speaker.  His topic will be 

roses in the Fort Worth Botanic Gardens.  

November 27:ARS 2009 Photography Contest 
for members.  Contact Paul Colombo at 313-881-

5127 or pjcolombo1@comcast.net for details. 

December 15: RRRS Christmas Party.  
Tuesday, Dec. 15, at Christ Church Hall, 607 W. 

Bruton, Sherman. Time 6:30-8:30 p.m.  Bring a 

favorite finger food/appetizer/dessert and beverage to 

share. 

February 6, 13, and 20, 2010:  RRRS Spring 

Seminars.  Save the dates! 

February 20, 2010:  ARS Annual Spring 

Pruning Event at the American Rose Center.   

April 29
th

-May 2, 2010:  ARS Spring National 

Convention and Show 

May 8, 2010: Dallas Rose Show to be held at the 

Dallas Arboretum  

October 8-11, 2010: ARS Fall National 

Convention and Rose Show.  Atlanta, GA.  See 

the website www.atlantarose.org for more 

information and updates.   

   

 

 

 

Horizon Roses is a great resource for 

information on how new roses are 

performing in gardens across America.  It 

can be purchased from the following 

website: http://roseshow.com/    

mailto:cliff@clifforent.com
mailto:cliff@clifforent.com
http://www.desertrosesociety.com/
mailto:pjcolombo1@comcast.net
http://www.atlantarose.org/
http://roseshow.com/
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 your fellow rose enthusiasts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Roses for the librarians! 

 
Phyllis Lawrence 

 

October  Rosarian Spotlight:   

Phyllis Lawrence 
By Carole Mainwaring 

 

Phyllis Lawrence is one of those fortunate 

gardeners who tends two gardens:  the garden 

outside her window and the garden inside her 

mind.  Her outside garden offers her both 

pleasures for the senses and chores for the body.  

Her minds-eye garden provides the inspiration 

and encouragement to keep working toward her 

vision of a tranquil haven complete with ponds 

on three levels, bamboos, waterfalls, and 

statuary.  Both gardens have charm and 

mysteryðjust like their gardener!  Talk to 

Phyllis for a short time and you are drawn into 

her life experiences:  her honeymoon in the 

jungles of Panama, her love of travel, her pirateôs 

treasures.  She has much to teach her fellow 

rosarians about receiving the gifts a garden can 

bestow when we surrender to its peace and 

stillness. 
 

Why do you grow roses? 

I became interested in roses shortly after a friend 

had gone to a class and had started planting her 

rose garden. My first roses were single  óKnock 

Outsô.  I discovered they were easy to maintain. 
    (continued on page 6)  

Mark Your Calendar!  

Red River Rose Society  

Christmas Party  

Date:   Tuesday, December 15, 

2009  

Place:   Christ Church  Hall , 607 

W. Bruton (Fairview Park 

Area) , Sherman  

Time:     6:30 ð 8:30 p.m.  

Bring  

your favorite finger 

food/appetizer/dessert and 

beverage to share if you wish.  

Wine Punch, coffee and  soft 

drinks will be provided.  

RSVP  

to Nancy Grella by December 10 

Phone:  903 -868 -9811 (leave 

message)  

or email  nancygrella@verizon.net  

 

Come share the Christmas 

spirit wi th your fellow rose 

enthusiasts!  

 

 

mailto:nancygrella@verizon.net
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How long have you been growing roses? 

I have been growing roses for four years. 

ô

ôPink Climbing Don Juanô 
(Photo by Phyllis Lawrence) 

 

What roses do you grow? 

I have several red óKnock Outsô, óRainbow 

Knock Outô, óCarefree Beautyô, óIobelleô, 

óPolonaiseô, óBelinda's Dreamô, óMarie Dalyô, 

óSea Foamô, óPerle d' Orô, Lady Banks (óR. 

banksiaeô), óQuietnessô, óTropicanaô, 

óIrresistibleô, and óClimbing Pink Don Juanô.  

My favorite roses so far are Lady Banks, 

óQuietnessô, and óPolonaiseô.  Right now I have 

about 16 rose bushes. 

 

ô

ôQuietnessô 
(Photo by Phyllis Lawrence) 

 

 

 

How do you care for your roses?  

I let them grow naturally with no spraying for 

diseases and insects.  I do use a lot of mulch on 

young beds.  I want to try Roses Inc. Tulsa 

Special Blend Rose Food next year. 

 

What has helped you the most as you learned 

about growing roses? 

Red River Rose Society meetings, 

knowledgeable speakers, and other members 

have helped me a great deal. The RoseDango in 

McKinney each year and attending the events at 

Chambersville Heritage Rose Garden were also 

very beneficial.    

 

What is the best advice you would give to a 

novice rose grower?   

I tell everyone to join the Red River Rose 

Society who loves roses and wants to grow them 

better.  

 

What secret tip would you be willing to share 

about growing, showing, or just enjoying roses? 

Plant them in an area where you can see them 

and enjoy the fragrance and blooms. 

 

What is the funniest experience you have had 

growing roses? 

I was so excited when I planted my first three 

óKnock Outsô. I had an oval flower bed under a 

slow growing oak tree in my front yard. It never 

occurred to me that the tree would suddenly 

triple its size in two years.  Now those poor roses 

can't get any sun. 

 

 
My First Rose Bed 

(Photo by Phyllis Lawrence) 

 
    (continued on page 7) 

http://rosesinctulsa.netfirms.com/shoponline/nfoscomm/catalog/product_info.php?cPath=23&products_id=556&osCsid=58e91d0416ad6bb35b23c11a685fb00f
http://rosesinctulsa.netfirms.com/shoponline/nfoscomm/catalog/product_info.php?cPath=23&products_id=556&osCsid=58e91d0416ad6bb35b23c11a685fb00f


November 2009                                                          Roses on the Red Newsletter Page 7 
 

Is there anything else you would like to add? 

I have numerous other plants around my yard.  I 

have a vision in my head of what I want, but I 

haven't even come close yet. My garden is a 

work in progress. 

 

 
Lady Banks (óR. banksiaeô) 

(Photo by Phyllis Lawrence) 

 

***********************************************  

 

November: 

The Perfect Time to 

Join the ARS! 
  

 

Consulting Rosarianõs Report: 

November in the Rose Garden 
    By Jerry Haynes 

Ah, November in the rose garden! The cool 

weather has revived the roses and just walking 

around in the bloom-filled garden soothes the 

soul. The blooms are back to being full-size after 

our brutal summer, and the foliage has revived. 

Now, if it would just stop raining, I would be 

really content. We have had over 12 inches of 

rain during the month of October and, although I 

dutifully ran out among the raindrops and put 

small plastic bags over some of the blooms that 

had exhibition potential, there was still some 

water-spotting on the petals and some hail 

damage to the foliage. Oh well, hope springs 

eternal in the breast of the rosarian, and I can 

always look forward to the Spring rose shows... 

Good rose growing practices for November 

¶ You can cut back a little on the amount of 

watering you do for your roses depending on 

the amount of rainfall we get, but roses need 

a lot of water. During the hot, dry conditions 

of our brutal Texas weather, a single rose 

bush can transpire up to one hundred gallons 

of water per year. A drip irrigation system is 

by far the best way to water your roses. 

There is a medium-high initial investment, 

but the peace of mind of an automated 

watering system on a timer is definitely 

worth it. Automated watering even allows 

rosarians to take a vacation... 

 

¶ Remember to keep raking up leaves and 

other debris from under your roses to keep 

diseases and bugs from thriving in the soil. 

You should NOT leave rose leaves on the 

bushes during the winter months; the leaves 

need to be removed. This is normally done 

during late October and early November, 

preferably before a hard frost. This process is 

to help ensure less of the fungal growth of 

the Black Spot, Powdery Mildew and Rust 

spores.  Any diseased or bug-infested leaves 

should be discarded; do not compost the 

leaves, as this may spread the disease.  
    (continued on page 8)  

ARS membership benefits include the 

American Rose magazine, the American 

Rose Annual, and the Handbook for 

Selecting Roses.  Annual dues are $49 (or 

$46 for those 65 or older) with a three year 

membership of $140.  Associate 

membership for the spouse of a regular 

member is $13.00.  ARS also publishes four 

specialty quarterly bulletins for those with 

particular interest:  The Rose Exhibitorsô 

Forum, The Old Garden Rose and Shrub 

Gazette, The Mini/Mini-Flora Bulletin, and 

The Rose Arrangersô Bulletin.  These 

bulletins are free to members online.  Free or 

reduced garden admissions and discounts of 

up to 30% at merchant partners are also 

available.  Partners include Chambleeôs 

Rose Nursery (5%) and David Austin Roses 

(15%).  Membership information can be 

found at  http://www.ars.org/  

http://www.ars.org/
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¶ Add more mulch around each rose bush to 

maintain about four inches. Mulch helps 

retain an even amount of soil moisture, 

reducing wild fluctuations in hydration, 

which can cause stress to your roses. A thick 

mulch also helps to insulate your rose bushes 

against the cold weather. 

 

¶ Do not deadhead your roses. Let the hips 

form to convince the rose bush that its job is 

done for the year, and that it is OK to 

gradually go dormant until Spring. Nature 

intended that to happen, and we rosarians 

must not tamper with the master plan too 

much. It is bad enough that we prune in 

spring and summer to get blooms for rose 

shows. Some rosarians feel that we are 

shortening the life of our rose bushes with 

heavy feeding and chemical spraying, 

burning out the rose plants in five or six 

years. 

 

¶ To be fair, many people who grow only 

landscape roses and not hybrid teas do not 

have to pamper their roses nearly as much. 

And, if you grow only óKnock Outô roses or 

some of the hardy Griffith Buck roses, you 

don't have to do much at all. I have a bed of 

six red óDouble Knock Outô roses, placed in 

a bed to hide an electric meter that sticks up 

in our yard. Beyond amending the planting 

hole and applying fertilizer once the first 

year, I literally have done nothing for those 

roses, not even water them, yet they are 

beautiful. Those of us who are addicted to 

hybrid tea roses sometimes forget that there 

are about 18,000 different roses, the vast 

majority of which are not hybrid teas. 

 

¶ Do not apply any fertilizer in November, 

December or January. Begin fertilizing in 

February after you see new growth on your 

rose bushes. An old trick of successful 

rosarians is to plant a forsythia bush in your 

yard and when the forsythia blooms, it is 

time to prune your roses. This was not true 

this past spring, because the forsythia 

bloomed and two weeks later we had a bad 

freeze that killed much of the new growth. 

That is the trouble with a heuristic! (a rule of 

thumb)  It does not always work. 

 

¶ Pruning is not desirable in November unless 

you have tall rose bushes that will be 

exposed to strong icy winds. Then, some 

pruning may be needed to keep the rose 

canes from being whipped about in the wind, 

damaging the roots. Pruning is an individual 

judgment call because pruning can signal the 

rose bush that it is Spring, and time to wake 

up and start growing again! It is best to wait 

until there has been a freeze and lightly prune 

long canes only when necessary and prune 

only when the weather continues to be cold. 

  

 
Map Showing Average First Frost Date in Texas 

(http://aggie-

horticulture.tamu.edu/extension/homeguide/frostf

all.html ) 

 

¶ November 11 is the average first frost date in 

our area south of the Red River. Most years 

are fairly mild and do not require much in the 

way of winter protection, but the weather is 

always unpredictable, especially along the 

Red River. 

 

¶ Do not pile up a big mound of soil or mulch, 

or leaves around your rose bushes until after 

the first freeze. Roses need to experience 
    (continued on page 9)             

http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/extension/homeguide/frostfall.html
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/extension/homeguide/frostfall.html
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/extension/homeguide/frostfall.html
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some really cold weather to enable them to 

go dormant for the winter. Most roses can 

tolerate down to 15-25 degrees without 

damage. There are some specific exceptions. 

(a very tender hybrid tea named Garden 

Party comes to mind.)  Roses that are on 

their own roots seem to do better in cold 

weather than their grafted counterparts, and 

roses grafted onto Multiflora rootstock 

usually survive better than Dr. Huey or 

Fortuniana rootstocks. 

 

¶ If the weather forecaster says that an arctic 

clipper is on the way, you may need to take 

steps to protect your roses. Mounding 10 to 

15 inches of soil or mulch on your roses, 

putting a garbage can over a rose bush, or 

making a fence of chicken wire around each 

rose bush and filling it with leaves, or straw, 

or peat moss, or compost, or mulch. 

Unfortunately, such really cold weather 

usually doesn't last long in our area, and you 

must remove that winter protection as soon 

as the temperature hits 45 degrees. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mounding Roses For Winter  

(http://www.hort.wisc.edu/mastergardener/featur

es/flowers/fallrose/rosewinter.htm) 

 

¶ After a couple of freezes, it is time to spray 

with a Dormant Oil product. The oil 

suffocates pests like rose scale and reduces 

the pest problems in general, making it easier 

to get started with a clean slate in Spring. For 

most rosarians, the dormant oil spraying is 

going to be the last spraying you do in your 

rose garden until spring. 

 

¶ There are, however, other things to do in 

November. It is a good time to transplant 

anything that you want to move to another 

location. It is also a good time to clean up 

your garden tools, clean and sharpen your 

pruning shears,  spray your shovels and rakes 

with WD-40 and run your lawnmowers and 

gas-powered tools dry and store them for the 

winter. 

 

¶ November is also a good time to look at your 

roses and decide which plants are worth 

keeping. If your rose bush isnôt producing 

enough blooms or just looks bad, itôs time to 

shovel prune that plant out of your garden. 

The new 2010 roses will be at the nurseries 

soon, so now is a good time to prepare new 

garden beds. Get a soil test every 2 or 3 years 

and amend your pH to 6.5. For good growth, 

soil should be rich in organic material. 

Compost is the best way to go to improve 

your soil. Adding chicken manure and peat 

moss is also good. Adding a cup of gypsum 

(calcium sulfate) around the plant to remove 

salt build-up in the soil is good to do now so 

the rain can dissolve the gypsum into the soil 

and do the work for you. A product called 

Clearex is also good for removing fertilizer 

salts build-up and should be used at least 

every three years. 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clearex 

(http://rosemania.com/shopsite_sc/store/h

tml/product209.html) 

 

¶ And finally, start looking around for new 

roses you want for next year. Red River Rose 

society is going to have a couple of free 

seminars this month, and one topic is going 

to be new rose introductions. Ask the 

Consulting Rosarians where to buy good 

quality roses. When it comes to buying new 

roses, the early bird gets the worm. (er, rose)! 
 

http://www.hort.wisc.edu/mastergardener/features/flowers/fallrose/rosewinter.htm
http://www.hort.wisc.edu/mastergardener/features/flowers/fallrose/rosewinter.htm
http://rosemania.com/shopsite_sc/store/html/product209.html
http://rosemania.com/shopsite_sc/store/html/product209.html
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November Rose Calendar 

V Continue watering thoroughly and deeply 

when rains are not adequate.  Do not 

overwater. 

V Order roses for fall or spring delivery. 

V Stop applying fertilizers to help the bush 

enter dormancy.  

V Apply winter protection after 1-2 hard frosts. 

V Prepare soil for spring planting.  

V Rake and dispose of all fallen leaves and 

debris.  Do not consider it mulch!   

V Spray regularly for diseases and pests only if 

needed.  

V Plant container roses and transplant roses if 

desired. 

V Repot rootbound roses.   

V Clean, oil and sharpen tools. 

V Take lots of photos of your roses to share or 

submit as entries in photography classes. 

 

 

AARS Test Garden Rose  (09R207) 
By Bill Cashin 

 

 

 

Our November selection from the All -America 

Rose Selections (AARS) Test Garden in Farmers 

Branch, Texas is a hybrid tea rose identified only 

as 09R211.  Note the classic hybrid tea form 

with a high-pointed center with the petals 

unfurling in a symmetrical spiral form.  The 

desired shape for exhibition when viewed from 

the side is conical with enough petals unfurled so 

that the outer row lays along a horizontal plane.  

When the petals are just beginning to unfurl with 

the sepals down, the bloom is in the bud stage of 

development.  The sepals are the leaf-like 

structures that cover the bud during its 

formation.     

 

The AARS Test Garden is one of several rose 

gardens located in Farmers Branch.  Another is 

the Antique Rose Garden in the Historical Park.  

The Antique Rose Garden was dedicated on July 

3, 2007 and is filled with old garden roses. The 

garden is a gift to the City in honor of Ruthan 

Rogers, a rose enthusiast and past president and 

member of the Brookhaven Garden Club and the 

Dallas Rose Society. The Cityôs Park Landscape 
Manager, Pam Smith, designed the antique rose 

garden with help from Dr. Steve George, 

Associate Professor and Extension Landscape 

Specialist with Texas A&M University. 

 

***************************************  

A Spider Mite Primer  
           by Jerry Haynes 

We have had over 12 inches of rain this October 

in North Texas. At least the rain has kept the 

spider mites at bay. Usually, I have to spray with 

a miticide like Avid or Floramite during the 

normally hot, dry weather in the fall to control 

spider mites. Tetranychus urticae (the glasshouse 

red spider mite, or twospotted spider mite), is 

orange, green, or yellow, with two dark spots on 

the sides of the body. Spider mites are not killed 

by most insecticides, and so a miticide is 

necessary.  

Spider mites are members of the Acari  (mite) 

family Tetranychidae, which includes about 

1600 species. They generally live on the under 

sides of leaves of plants, where they may spin 

protective silk webs, and they can cause damage 

by puncturing the plant cells to feed. Spider 

mites are known to feed on several hundred 

different species of plants.                              

 

Life-cycle of spider mites 

Female mites spend the winter in protected areas 

such as on weeds, ground litter, or fallen leaves. 

They do not over-winter on roses, which means 
           (continued on page 11)  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acari
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leaf
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spider_web
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that dormant oil sprays are not very effective if 

sprayed only on the bush.  Females emerge in the 

spring and begin laying eggs on plant foliage. 

  

Spider mite populations can build up to 

tremendous numbers and can decimate roses in a 

very short time if the conditions are right. Hot, 

dry weather; plants that are too close together 

with poor air circulation; and no rain are ideal 

conditions for mites. Miniature roses seem to be 

particularly susceptible to spider mite attack and 

can be completely defoliated in just a few days.  

The best protection against an invasion of mites 

is maintaining healthy plants, good rose-growing 

conditions and frequent watering, directing the 

water spray on the underside of the leaves. (Be 

sure to do this water spray early enough in the 

day to allow the foliage to dry before dark...) 

Remove any fallen leaves or branches, as well as 

weeds, which may serve as a host for spider 

mites. Keep plants well watered and apply mulch 

to rose plants during drought conditions to 

minimize dehydration stress.  

Spider mites are less than 1 mm in size and vary 

in color. They lay small, spherical, initially 

transparent eggs and many species spin silk 

webbing to help protect the colony from 

predators; they get the 'spider' part of their 

common name from this webbing. Hot, dry 

conditions are often associated with population 

build-up of spider mites. Under optimal 

conditions (approximately 80ºF), the two-spotted 

spider mite can hatch in as little as 3 days, and 

become sexually mature in as little as 5 days. 

One female can lay up to 20 eggs per day and 

can live for 2 to 4 weeks, laying hundreds of 

eggs. A single mature female can spawn a 

population of a million mites in a month or less. 

This accelerated reproductive rate allows spider 

mite populations to adapt quickly to resist 

pesticides, so chemical control methods can 

become somewhat ineffectual when the same 

pesticide is used over a prolonged period. 

 

What to look for: 

The very first sign on tender green leaves is a 

lighter green coloring in the middle part of the 

leaf. The mites almost always prefer the 

underside of the leaves and this is where you will 

most likely find them. On more mature leaves 

you will see the dark green color turn a purplish 

yellow. You will also notice the underside to be 

brownish, and there will be little white spider 

web deposits on the underside. A small 10 power 

microscope will help you see the mites. 

 
Spider Mite Webbing Photo by Gail Trimble from 

an Article by Nanette Londeree, Consulting 

Rosarian 
(http://www.marinrose.org/spidermites.html) 

 

  
Magnified Spider Mites 

(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spider_mites ) 

 

 
Spider Mite Photo from Texas A&M Entomology 

by Drees 
(http://insects.tamu.edu/fieldguide/cimg371.html) 

 

    (continued on page 12) 
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http://www.marinrose.org/spidermites.html
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There are three life stages of mites: eggs, larvae, 

and adults. Larvae have only six legs while the 

adults have eight. Fortunately, there are now 

several miticides that are very effective. For 

most gardens, Avid will be the product of choice 

simply because it is the most economical. Avid 

will do an excellent job of controlling adult mites 

but it will not kill the eggs.  Since the complete 

egg cycle can be as fast as 5 days, it is important 

to spray the underside of the leaves with Avid 

and then repeat the process in 5 days. There are, 

however, several other miticides that work even 

better than Avid. Unfortunately, they are very 

expensive. Floramite has been perhaps the best 

miticide, but a new product, Forbid, may be 

even better because it is both a miticide and an 

ovicide, meaning it kills the eggs as well as the 

larvae and the adult mites. Forbid also has 

another superior advantage in that it is 

translaminar, meaning that it kills mites on both 

the upper surface and the lower surface of the 

leaves, even though you spray only the top of the 

rose leaves. In addition, Forbid has a long 

residual effect of up to three weeks. 

 

Warning on the Use of Chemicals 

Pesticides are poisonous. Always read and 

carefully follow all precautions and safety 

recommendations given on the container 

label. Store all chemicals in the original labeled 

containers in a locked cabinet or shed, away 

from food or feeds, and out of the reach of 

children, unauthorized persons, pets, and 

livestock. A small refrigerator with a padlock is 

ideal. (Don't put anything other than chemicals in 

the refrigerator...) Consult the pesticide label to 

determine active ingredients and signal words. 

Remember that 'more' is NOT 'better' and use a 

small measuring spoon set aside only for 

pesticides to accurately obtain the correct 

formulation for your application. 

Pesticides applied in your home and landscape 

can move and contaminate creeks, lakes, and 

rivers. Confine chemicals to the property being 

treated and never allow them to get into drains or 

creeks. Avoid drift onto neighboring properties, 

especially gardens containing fruits or vegetables 

ready to be picked. 

Do not place containers containing pesticide in 

the trash or pour pesticides down sink, toilet, or 

outside drains. Either use the pesticide according 

to the label until the container is empty, or take 

unwanted pesticides to a Household Hazardous 

Waste Collection site. Contact your county 

agricultural commissioner for additional 

information on safe container disposal and for 

the location of the Hazardous Waste Collection 

site nearest you. Dispose of empty containers by 

following label directions. Never reuse or burn 

the containers or dispose of them in such a 

manner that they may contaminate water 

supplies or natural waterways.  

 

Less toxic alternatives to chemical spraying 

include Neem oil, Insecticidal soap and 

Horticultural oil.  Please note that Horticultural 

oil is a different product than Dormant oil. Using 

Dormant oil on actively growing rose bushes 

may chemically burn the foliage. The following 

photo is from a UTUBE video from Texas A & 

M University showing how to dislodge spider 

mites with a water spray. (You can copy the 

URL and paste it into your Internet browser to 

watch the video.) 

  
UTUBE Video with Water Wand 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8VbG9tVmNDw  
 

Whether you choose to use chemical sprays or 

less toxic methods is up to you.  Donôt let mites 

get the upper hand with your rose bushes! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Red River Rose Society is part of the 

South Central District (SCD) of the ARS.  

The SCD publishes a quarterly bulletin titled 

The Rosarian.  Subscriptions are $5 for four 

issues and can be purchased through Jackie 

Clark SCD Treasurer, 9683 Chelmsford, San 

Antonio, TX  78239.  Send your email address 

with your check to receive the bulletin online.  

Baxter Williams is the ARS Director of the 

SCD.  He can be reached at bxtwms@att.net or  

H: 713-944-3437.  

 

http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/WATER/U/toxicology.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/WATER/U/label.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/WATER/U/index.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/WATER/U/index.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8VbG9tVmNDw
mailto:bxtwms@att.net
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Rose Photographer of the Month: 

Gerald Fri mann 
 

 
 

Gerald Frimann submitted this photo of unnamed 

blooms for the Photography Contest this month.  

It was chosen over the other entries because of 

striking contrast of colors and textures.  The two 

blooms were placed in a glass water vase which 

then was arranged in a flower box of ornamental 

peppers on his back patio.  The blooms are very 

fresh and luminous against the darker 

background of berries and foliage.  Gerald chose 

this rose because its blooms are very eye 

appealing. The bush has done very well this 

summer blooming freely with almost no disease 

and only a few aphids.  If you can help identify 

this rose, please contact Gerald at 
jerrfrim@verizon.net.   

 

Gerald used a Nikon D50 with 18-200 mm lens 

with close up setting to take his photo.  

 

He describes himself as a free-lance, amateur 

photographer for the past 55 years.   Roses and 

wildlife are some of his favorite subjects. He 

enjoys helping people choose roses that grow 

best in the Texoma area and also likes helping 

them find solutions to any rose problems they 

might have.  He would be most willing to help 

everyone learn more about their cameras and 

how to take the best pictures of their roses! 

Remember to send your rose photos by the first 

of each month by email (JPEG) or snail mail 

(prints or slides) to the Editor.  The email 

address is cmainwak5@aol.com and the home 

address is Carole Mainwaring, 2000 Lake Crest 

Lane, Plano, TX  75023.  Guidelines can be 

found in the October 2009 newsletter. 

Joe Abernathyôs Shear Sharpening Service 
Remember to bring your pruners, loppers, and 

scissors to the November meeting so that Joe 

Abernathy can sharpen and oil them for you.  

You can retrieve your shears at the December 

Christmas Party.  Cost is $5 for pruners with 

money donated to the RRRS. Thanks, Joe, for 

providing this great service to the Red River 

Rose Society! 

2009 Top 10 Fav orite RRRS Roses : 

ôMutabilisõ 

   By Carole Mainwaring  

 

 
 

óMutabilisô 
http://aggie-

horticulture.tamu.edu/earthkind/roses/varieties/mutabi

lis.html 

 

 óMutabilisô tied with four other roses for fourth 

place in the RRRS Top 10 Favorite Roses for 

2009.  It is classified as a yellow blend China by 

the American Rose Society.  óMutabilisô is listed 

as being in cultivation prior to 1894.  It is 

reported that óMutabilis was introduced by a 

Swiss botanist by the name of Henri Correvon 
    (continued on page 14)  

mailto:jerrfrim@verizon.net
mailto:cmainwak5@aol.com
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/earthkind/roses/varieties/mutabilis.html
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/earthkind/roses/varieties/mutabilis.html
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/earthkind/roses/varieties/mutabilis.html
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who received the original plant from an Italian 

prince by the name of Ghilberto Borromeo.  It is 

not known if the plant came from China or if it 

was a hybrid from the princeôs garden.    Its 

flowers are sulfur-yellow, changing to 

orange/salmon, pink, red and finally crimson.  

The blooms are single with five petals, 3 inches 

wide, and born in small clusters.  There is little 

to no fragrance.  The dimensions of this bush are 

seven feet by seven feet with the possibility of 

growth in excess of ten feet.  The bush is covered 

with blooms during the entire growing season. 

Its growth habit and shape need little pruning.  

The foliage is bronze-green with large prickles 

(thorns).  óMutabilisô received a RIR rating of 

8.9.  It can tolerate poor soil but will display 

yellow leaves if the soil is too alkaline. It is a 

very disease-resistant bush and was tested and 

selected by the Texas AgriLife Extension 

Service, Texas A&M System in 2005 as an 

Earth-Kind Rose.   

 

Mutabilis has several other names:  R. chinensis 

mutabilis (Rehder), R. mutabilis (Correvon), and 

'Tipo Ideale'.  It could possibly be a sport of R. 

chinensis spontanea.  Another very popular 

name for óMutabilisô is the ñButterfly Roseò.  

With the various colors of its silky blooms on the 

bush all at the same time, it looks like the bush is 

covered in butterflies! 

   

ñMutabilisô is very drought and heat tolerant 

once established.  Its tolerance to pests is so 

great that pesticides are almost never needed.   

   

RRRS members growing óMutabilisô are Sue 

Abernathy, Gordon Green, Barb Grisham, Kathy 

Harris, Jerry Haynes, Phyllis Lawrence, Richard 

McGowan, Carole Mainwaring, and Sue Zanne 

Petersen.  Plant óMutabilisô and have butterflies 

in your garden everyday! 

***************************************  

Onl ine News 

: The ARS Store is now online at 

http://www.ars.org/  Click the menu button for 

Store to find books, merchandise and gift shop 

items.  Start your Christmas shopping early!     

: RoseShow.com is pleased to announce its 

affiliation with a new organization, the sole 

purpose of which is to promote the public 

exhibition of roses in their most perfect phase of 

possible beauty. This organization will be known 

as the ñAmerican Rose Exhibitors Societyò and 

by the acronym ñARESò.  ARES will publish, in 

print and by e-mail distribution, Rose Exhibitorsô 

Quarterly under the editorship of Robert 

Sutherland and Bob Martin. ARES will publish 

an annual review of new show roses under the 

title Horizon Roses, with Bob Martin continuing 

as the National Editor. ARES will maintain its 

website at http://roseshow.com/   which will 

continue to publish the results of all American 

rose shows and provide vital information to 

exhibitors. Please visit the website for more 

information. 

 
:  Jerry Haynesô photo has been recently 

added to the Red River Rose Society website at 

http://redriverrosesociety.com/  Jerry  worked at 

the Dallas Rose Society Fall Rose Show serving 

as resource coordinator for the judges.  Jerry 

provided online help to judges who needed to 

check the official names, dates of introduction or 

registrations of entered roses.  Do explore the 

website often for new postings!   

 

 

 

 

:  Suffer from arthritis?  Check out the Bionic 

Rose Gauntlet and Garden Gloves sold at 

http://therosegardener.com/   They also sell 

ergonomic and lightweight professional Barnel 
    (continued on page 15) 
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pruners & loppers with the patented self-oiling 

feature.  The Editor bought one of each at the 

South Central District Convention and Rose 

Show.  Hopefully, they will provide her poor 

hands with much needed relief while pruning and 

working in the garden! 

***************************************  

2010 Top 10 Favorite Roses  

Grown by the Red River Rose Society 

Members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ñThe Sunny Knock Out Roseò 

(Photo by http://www.conard-pyle.com/)  

 

Please help us compile a list of the top 10 

favorite roses grown by our Red River Rose 

Society members.  This list will be tallied from 

all members who submit a form by Dec. 15. The 

top 10 roses favored by the most members will 

be featured in our Roses on the Red newsletters 

in 2010.   

 

Please do not list any of the roses that were 2009 

Top 10 Favorites so that we can spotlight new 

roses this coming year.  The roses that were 

winners in 2009 were:  The óKnock Outô roses, 

óBelindaôs Dreamô, óVeteransô Honorô, óCaldwell 

Pinkô (óPink Petô), óSea Foamô, óFragrant Cloudô, 

óMoonstoneô, óMutabilisô, óLa Marneô, and óHot 

Cocoaô.   

 

Please complete this form and snail mail it 

before Dec. 15 to: 

 

Carole Mainwaring 

773 CR 2045 

Ravenna, TX 75476 

OR 

 

email the form to me at: 

cmainwak5@verizon.net 

cmainwak5@aol.com  

 

Thank you for your help! 

 

Your name______________________________ 

 

Name of Rose Reason for Choice 

(optional) 

1.   

2.   

3.   

4.   

5.   

6.   

7.   

8.   

9.   

10.   

Arranging Garden Roses  
by Carole Mainwaring 

 
 

Nothing brightens a room more than a bouquet 

of fragrant garden roses cut fresh that morning 

and arranged simply in a vase. Here are some 

easy suggestions for enjoying your roses indoors. 

 

¶ Cut two or three open blooms on short stems 

and display them in small vases or jugs.  You 

can mix them with herbs or other flowers.  

Be sure to monitor the water more often if 

the vase is small. 

 

¶ To make a bouquet, gather all the stems 

loosely together making sure the bottoms of 

the stems are level.  Drop the stems into a 

vase which is the correct height for the length 

of stems.  Adjust the spacing between each 

bloom and add more foliage or flowers if 

needed.   
    (continued on page 16) 
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